 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Geology 301
ENVIRONMENTAL GEOLOGY LAB
Fall 2011
Instructor: Karen Savage


Phone: (818) 677-2511




Class Meeting time: 2-4:45pm Thursday Friday
Office: Room 1220, Live Oak Hall


Office Hours: Th 1:30-2pm, F 8:30-9am

karen.savage@csun.edu


TEXT:   Labs will be provided in person and or on Moodle
Course Objectives: This is the Laboratory class to accompany Environmental Geology.  This lab is a hybrid lab in which about ½ of the labs will be done online and the other will be done in the classroom together.  Environmental geology is a multi-disciplinary science that includes the studies of geology, and other sciences as they relate to our environment.  We will look at how we interact with the processes that occur on the Earth’s surface, and the results of that interaction.  We will look at the basics of the study of the Earth (i.e. plate tectonics, rocks and minerals), the processes themselves (i.e. landslides, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, coastal processes, etc.), and resources and pollution, as well as other global problems.  We will take a practical approach to the some of the subjects covered in the lecture class.  These are hands-on activities.  This course fulfills the upper division general education science lab requirement.
Access to websites:

Moodle – you will automatically have access to this when you register for the course. You will need a CSUN email account as your user ID and the password that goes with it.  You will see our class website available to you.  I will post information about the course, assignments, practice questions and other pertinent information relative to our class.  Since we only meet once a week, this will be a platform to communicate with you in between class meetings.  At the following web address  you will find information about how to use Moodle (it is quite easy and straightforward). http://docs.moodle.org/en/Student_FAQ.

Tentative Schedule:

Week
Date

Topic









    1 
Aug 29

Introduction, Topographic Maps




    2 
Sep 5

ONLINE  Google Earth Exercise
    3 
Sep 12

Plate Tectonics




    4 
Sep 19
 
ONLINE Plate Tectonics






 

    5 
Sep 26

Minerals and Rocks








    6 
Oct 3

ONLINE  Earthquakes




    7      
Oct 10      
Volcanoes






             
    8      
Oct 17

ONLINE Rivers                                                              



    9
Oct 24

ONLINE
 Mass Wasting, Midterm                                                 


                                                           
  10      
Oct 31

Mass Wasting



                                 

  11
Nov 7 

ONLINE Water Resources


  12      
Nov 14             
ONLINE     TBA                                                  

  13      
Nov 21 

No Class: Thanksgiving Weekend
  14     
Nov 28

Energy Resources and Review



                           
  15      
Dec 5         
FINAL EXAM      
 
Labs:  As you can see in the schedule, about ½ the labs will be given online.  The labs that are not preceded by ONLINE are to be done on campus during our regular class hours.   All the labs combined will count for 50% of your grade.  Please make sure that you do the work yourself.  I can tell when you copy and will split the score between the two of you.  This is the practical part of the class and you need to do the work to do well on the quizzes and exams.

Exams: There are two exams.  The midterm will be given online during the 9th week of class.  It will be mostly vocabulary from the labs up to that time.  The final will be a series of exercises representing the activities we have done during the semester.  It will be given the last day our class regularly meets.
Quizzes:  These will be given after the lab.  I will give you questions relating to the exercise we did that week.  It will be available on Moodle until the next class meeting time (whether we meet or not).  In other words, after the lab is complete, I will post a quiz, which will be available until 2:00 pm the following Thurs.
Grade:  Labs 




50%


Midterm



10%


Final Exam 



20%


Quizzes 



20%





             100%

Cheating: Cheating in any form will not be tolerated, and will be treated in accordance with the University policy regarding cheating and plagiarism, as listed in the CSUN catalog and in the Schedule of Classes.

Dropping - Read the Schedule of Classes.  If you decide that you don’t want to continue with this course, you must drop the class– you will not be automatically dropped if you simply stop showing up.

Additional Information-

I adhere to CSUN’s policy on academic dishonesty.  Cheating and plagiarism will result in the assignment of a zero for the exam and notification to the Office of Vice President of Student Affairs which may result in disciplinary action.  Plagiarism is knowingly representing work done by others as one’s own.

Other Key Points–
It is the responsibility of each student in this course to know and follow all written guidance given by the instructor in this class.

These policies and schedules are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.

